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THE 


)  H I LO  S  0  P  H  I  C  A  L  Enquiries ,  before 
the  clear  Light  of  the  Gofpel,  tho'  they  fur - 
nijhed  Men  with  fome  Expectations  of  a  future 
State  of  Rew  rds  and  Punijhments ,  yet  it  was 
but  in  objeure  uncertainty ,  and  it  is  very  truly  ob- 
ferv'd  that  the  GofpeJ  ofChrift  hath  brought  Life 
and  Immortality  to  Light  $  but  as  there  are  too  too 
many ,  who  would  choofe  the  Works  of  Darknefs  in 
the  midft  of  this  Light ,  by  rejecting  the  glorious 
Light  of  it ,  it  is  become  necejjary  to  have  recourfe 
to  Re  a f on  and  Philofophy  to  jfeertain  fuch  Truths 
which  the  Gofpel  reveals  5  and  as  the  Revelati¬ 
on  of  the  Gofpel  gives  Light  to  the  Under Ji  an  dings 
ofthofe ,  who  are  prepared  to  receive  its  Truths, 
fj  does  it  add  to  the  Illumination  of  the  Mind  in  all 
modern  Enquiries  into  true  Philofophy . 

And  as  the  Gofpel  is  found  to  give  Light  to 
Reafon  and  Philofophy,  it  muft  ne cellar ily  be  a 
Divine  Revelation ,  fence  nothing  lef  could  have 
remov'd  the  Mifis  of  Error  and  Ignorance ,  that 

the  World  before  labour'd  under . 

Now  the  following  Djfert  aliens  C  which  hang 
together  in  a  Chain)  are  chi  fly  deign'd  to  prove 
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form  natural  Reafon ,  the  Being  and  Attributes  J 
God ,  and  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul 9  which  we 
are  ajfur'd  of  from  the  Gofpel  Revelation  3  where¬ 
by  it  may  be  obferv'd  that  what  the  Gofpel  offures 
us  of  is  agreeable  to  natural  Rea fon>  illuminated 
by  it9  fo  that  where  Reafon  and  Revelation  thus 
pin  together  3  as  Phi  lofophy  proves  the  Truth  of 
Revelation ,  fo  Revelation  afcertains  the  Truth  of 
fuch  Phi  lofophy  3  which  indeed  had  need  to  join 
their  Forces  to  put  a  flop  to  the  Growth  of  Atheifm 
and  Infidelity • 

find  as  the  Authority  of  Divine  Revelation  will 
give  Life  and  Energy  to  my  following  Differ  tati- 
ms  3  fo  my  following  Differtations  are  defign'd  to 
add  to  the  Belief  of  and  the  Obedience  to  the 
Gofpel  of  Chrift* 


B.  P. 


Philo* 
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Philo J ophical  Di ffi nations. 

dissertation  i. . 

That  Matter  is  not  Eternal \  and  that  there 

is  a  Vaccuum . 

WHATEVER  is  Eternal  muft  be  un¬ 
created,  and  whatever  Is  uncreated 
muft  be  of  its  felf  a  neceffary  Being  j  and  that 
Being,  which  is  neceffary  has  no  Dependance 
upon  any  other,  but  all  other  Beings  muft  de¬ 
pend  upon  and  exift  in  that  neceffary  Being  as 
its  Original  and  firft  Caufe* 

Now  whether  Matter  or  Spirit  is  the  original 
or  firft  Caufe  of  all  Things  will  eafily  appear 
from  confidering  the  Power  of  each  :  Matter  is 
of  its  felf  incapable  of  Perception,  Action,  or 
Self-Motion  5  but  being  actuated  by  Spirit  be¬ 
comes  capable  of  all  3,  Spirit  muft  therefore  be 
the  firft,  the  only  Intelligent,  the  only  unori¬ 
ginated  and  eternal  Being:  And  therefore  this 
unoriginated  Exiftence  began  to  A6I,  and  to  pro¬ 
duce  Place  out  of  Space  and  Time  out  of  Eterni¬ 
ty,  there  could  be  no  fuch  Thing  as  Matter  in 
Being,  which  was  only  created  on  Purpofe  to 
be  ferviceable  to  fuch  Creatures,  who  were  to 
be  made  up  of  Body  and  Spirit :  For  it  muft  be 
abfurd  to  imagine,  as  fome  have,  that  Matter 
fhould  be  Eternal,  or,  as  others.  That  the  Di¬ 
vine  and  neceffary  Being  hath  never  been  with¬ 
out  Creatures,  but  that  from  Eternity  he  has 
produced  other  Beings,  or  he  muft  neceffarily 
have  been  an  Eternity  Idle* 

A  3 
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The  very  Nature  of  the  Word  Creation  im¬ 
plies  a  Beginning  of  the  Thing  created  ^  and  if 
whatever  is  created  muff  have  a  Beginning,  as 

•  f  t-  ir,  '  ■  -  V 

it  neceffirily  tnufl,  thdn  mult  there  be  an.  Eter* 
nitypaft  before  that  Beginning  ,  but  to  iniagin 
Creatures  from  Eternity  niuft  be  abfurd  and 
Nonfence  5  for  this  would  fuppofe  Creatures 
neceffary  as  well  as  the  Creator,  and  whatever 
is  neceffary  cannot  be  lubjedt  to  Alteration  or 
Change,  or  could  it  require  a  Creation  j  for  only 
what  is  created  can  be  fubjected  to  Alteration, 
according  to  the  Will  of  its  Creator,  and  as  its 
Adis  of  free  Agency  are  diredted  to  thole  Laws 
given  it. 

It  mull  be  abfurd  to  reafon  from  the  Inacti¬ 
vity  of  this  Neceffary  Being,  that  had  he  not 
had  Creatures  from  Eternity  he  muft  neceffary 
have  been  an  Eternity  Idle  :  This  neceffary  Ex¬ 
igent  Being,  being  in  himfelf  infinitely  Perfect, 
and  his  Eternity  admits  no  Meafure  or  Progref- 
flon  as  Times  does  }  and  the  neareft  we  can  con¬ 
ceive  of  his  Eternity  pafl  before  he  began  his 
Creations  j  is,  that  no  Time  was  pafl  before 
this  Beginning g  for  Time  only  commenced  with 
the  Beginning  of  Creation ;  but  to  imagin  him 
an  Eternity  idle,  is  making  Time  and  Eternity 
fimilar  to  each  other  3  whereas  Eternity  before 
the  Creation  was  no  more  to  the  fupreme,  infi¬ 
nite,  unoriginated  Being  than  any  prefent  In- 

ftant  of  Time  is  to  . us,  which  we  can  neither 
meafure  nor  continue,  but  by  its  conffanrly  flow¬ 
ing  as  it  comes  and  makes  no  flay,  is  that  which 
alone  gives  Time  a  Name  and  Duration  to  us. 
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created  Beings  3  which,  before  the  Commence¬ 
ment  ofTime  and  Duration,  had  not  a  Being  in 
the  unoriginated  Exigence  3  nor  does  the  Com¬ 
mencement  of  Time  and  Matter  make  any 
Changeinhis  Eternity,  who  has  created  Time 
and  Place  fubfervient  only  to  his  Creatures, 
which  make  no  Change  in  himfelf  no  more  than 
i  f  he  had  yet  remained  without  them  :  And  till 
Time  commenced  ’tis  impoffible  he  could  be 
idle  3  for  to  imagin  one  to  be  idle  and  have  no 
Pitne  to  work  in,  is  expedting  Work  to  be  done 
Without  Time  to  do  it  in,  and  could  it  be  fup- 
pofed  that  any  Work  could  be  done  without 
Time, then  might  God  work  from  Eternity,  but 
this  is  abfurd  :  ’Twas  fufficient,  when  God  be¬ 
gan  his  Creations,  that  he  fhould  with  them 
produce  Time  to  perform  them  in,  without 
which  no  Creature  could  have  been  produced, 
therefore  no  Creature  can  be  from  Eternity, 
which  to  fuppofe  would  form  an  Hypothecs  to 
deftroy  the  very  Nature  of  Eternity,  and  make 
Time  its  lelf  of  the  fame  Date. 

Now  whatever  is  a  neceffary  Being  mull  be 
everywhere,  for  whatever  neceffary  exifts  of 
its  fell  any  where,  without  Caufe  or  Originati¬ 
on,  mull,  for  the  fame  Reafon,  exift  every 
where,  becaufethe  neceffity  of  its  Exiftence,  in 
the  very  Idea  of  it,  muff  imply  an  Impoffibility, 
of  its  Non- Exiftence  (of  which  in  the  next  Dif. 
fertation)  and  where  there  is  an  Jmpqffibility  of 
Non-Exiftence  it  rnuft  be  impoffible  but  that 
fuch  Exiftence  muft  exift  every  where,  for 
whatever*  mag  be  excluded  f  rom  any  Place  can¬ 
not  be  unoriginated  or  Eternal,  but  may  be  fup- 
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pofed  to  be  excluded  from  other  Places, infinh 
turn ,  until  it  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  excluded 
from  any  where,  and  confequently  be  no  where* 

But  Matter  is  not  every  where  (of  which 
hereafter)  therefore  not  a  neceffary  Being  or 
unoriginated,  but  created  in  Time,  not  from 
Eternity,  and  if  not  from  Eternity  then  was  it 
created  out  of  nothing  by  the  Will  and  Pleafures 
of  the  only  unoriginated,  neceffary,  Self-Exi- 
ftent  infinitely  Wife,  and  Powerful,  Spiritual 
Exiftence  of  the  fupreme  God  over  all  his 
Works,  bleffed  for  ever. 

Now  that  Matter  is  not  every  where  or  that 
there  is  a  F acuum  appears,  firft  from  all  the 
Planetary  Bodies  of  our  Syftem  defcribing  equal 
Areas  in  Equal  Times,  or  by  finifliing  their  Re¬ 
volutions  exadly  in  the  fame  Periods^  one  Time 
after  another,  which  they  could  not  do  if  they 
mov’d  in  a  Plenum ,  for  then  muft  their  Moti¬ 
ons  be  retarded,  for  Matter  (according  to  the 
known  Laws  of  Nature)  muft  neceffarily  refill 
their  Motions,  and  caufe  them  to  grow  flower 
and  flower,  and  at  laft  to  ceafe. 

If  it  be  objected  that  the  Plenum  is  its  felf 
moved  along  with  the  Bodies  in  it,  and  is  there¬ 
fore  no  Let  or  Hindrance  to  their  Motions. 

This  Obje£lion  is  eafily  remov’d,  by  obfer- 
ving,  that  if  this  was  fo,  then  all  the  Revoluti¬ 
ons  of  the  whole  Syftem  of  Bodies  at  what  Di  - 
fiance  foever  would  be  perform’d  in  one  and  the 
fame  Time ;  for  fuppofmg  a  Plenum  and  that  this 
Plenum  moves  along  with  the  whole  Syfteirg 
then  from  the  Center  of  the  Plenum  the  whole 
muft  have  the  Motion  commenfurate,  and  fo 

the 
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the  Diftance  give  no  Alteration,  as  to  Time  to 
the  Motions  of  the  whole  Syftem  ;  nay  the 
wholeUniverfe  (upon  this  Hypothefis)  muft  be 
concern’d  in  it  ;  which  appears,  even  in  our  own 
Syftem,  defatto,  it  is  not,  Witnefs,  the  Revo¬ 
lutions  of  our  Primary  Planets,  whofe  Revolu¬ 
tions  vary  according  to  their  Diftances  from 
their  central  Luminary  the  Sun,  whofe  Magni¬ 
tudes,  Weights,  and  Diftances  are  proportion’d 
to  a  proper  Velocity  to  prefervethem  in  their 
common  Orbs  either  from  flying  of  in  their  Tan® 
gents  or  from  being  let  fall  into  the  Center  of 
Attraction. 

So  likewife  the  Attendants  of  the  Primary 
Planets,  viz.  our  Moon,  with  the  Satellites  of 
Saturn  and  Jupiter  cannot  be  mov’d  in  their 
Orbs  upon  Suppofltion  of  the  Motion  of  a  Ple¬ 
num  becaufe  fuch  a  Movement  muft  neceffarily 
throwtheir  Motions  into  Confufion  3  but  upon 
Suppofltion  of  theirs  and  the  others  Movements 
in  a  Vacuum  all  Motions  both  of  the  Primary 
and  Secondary  Planets  are  eafily  and  without 
any  Perplexities  accounted  for. 

^dlyr  That  there  is  a  Vacuum  appears  from 
the  Reflection  of  the  Sun’s  Rays  upon  any  thing 

of  Matter,  for  fo  far,  as  the  Sun  meets  with 
any  Matter  to  receive  its  Rays  it  certainly  re¬ 
flects  them  5  which  is  obfervable  of  the  Sun’s 
Rays  in  our  Atmofphere  as  far  as  they  reach  be¬ 
fore  its  Rifing  and  after  its  Setting;  by 
which  it  appears  that  our  Atmofphere  is  not  ex¬ 
tended  above  fiifty  Miles  from  the  Surface  of 
the  Earth  :  Now  fuppofe  our  Atmofphere  was 
extended  to  the  Orb  of  the  Moon,  then  would 

there 
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there  be  no  more  Darknefs  in  a  clear  Night  than 
in  acloudy  Day  ;  becaufetheSun’sRays  would  be 
entertain’d  therein,  and  reflected  to  us  again, 
all  a-round,  within  the  Circumference  of  the 
Earth’s  Shadow  at  the  Moon’s  Diftance,  which 
would  only  be  about  three  Times  the  Breadth 
of  the  Moon’s  Diameter  (as  may  be  obferv’d  by 
her  Eclipfes)  and  lignify  but  little  towards  the 
depriving  us  of  a  furrounding  Reflection  of  the 
Sun’s  Rays,  and  be  only  a  Shade  from  its  Heat  ^ 

for  if  the  Moon  it  felf  can  caft  fuch  a  Luftre  by 
reflecting  its  Rays  from  fo  fmall  a  Body,  what 
then  mu  ft  the  Light  of  its  Rays  be,  ifentcrtain’d 
by  a  Plenum  and  reflected  thereby,  when  the 
whole  Syftem,  as  far  as  its  Rays  could  reach, 
would  not  be  without  its  Entertainment,  and 
confequently  not  without  its  Reflection  ?  But 
this  de  facto  is  notfo,therefore  there  is  a  Vacuum. 

3 dly,  If  Matter  neceffarily  exifted  then  could 
It  not  be  excluded  from  any  where  (as  is  before 
obferv’d  of  a  neceflary  Exiftent  Being)  but  the 
whole  infinite  Extenfion  mu  ft  be  filled  with 
Matter,  without  Pores  or  Parts  or  Center  of 
Gravity  3  whereas  we  find,  de  fadlo ,  no  fuch 
Matter  in  Being  ;  for  the  hardeft  M  ttals,  as 
Gold  for  inftance,  is  found  to  have  more  Pores 
than  Parts,  for  Water  by  much  Preffure  has 
been  forced  thro’  its  Pores  5  and  if  Mettals  and 
Minerals:  admit  of  Vacuities,  much  more  muft  o- 
ther  lighter  Solids,  and  ftill  more  the  fpungi- 
nefs  of  the  Air:  And  if  thefe  Things,  which  con¬ 
tain  in  them  real  lubllantial  Matter,  admit  of 
more  Vacuities  than  Matter  its  felf,  then  muft 
there  be  a  Vacuum  perfectly  diftinCt  from  Mat¬ 
ter  ? 
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ter  j  therefore  the  Divine  and  Spiritual  Effence 
is  the  only  unoriginated  and  neceffary  Exigence 
from  whom  all  Things  that  ARE  have  re¬ 
ceiv’d  their  Beginnings,  and  upon  whom  their 
Exijtence  depends. 


DISSERTATION  II. 

That  there  mujlnecejjarily  he  one  Self- Exiftent 
Being  in  three  Self- Ex  if  lent  Properties > 
with  Aitihutes ,  infinitely  Perfect. 

IT  has  been  prov’d,  from  the  prefent  Order 
and  Difpofitionof ' Things,  that  Matter  is  not 
neceiiarily  Exiftent,  but  dependant  upon  an  Ori¬ 
ginal  and  firft  Caufe  \  and  the  fame  will  like- 
wife  be  evident  to  Reafon  from  confidering 
what  Ideas  we  can  frame  of  the  Nature  of  a 
Self-Exiftent,  and  Independent  Being. 

Ir  hasalfo  been  obferv’d  that  a  Self- Exiftent 
Being,  exifts  without  Caufe  or  Original,  and 
muft  therefore  be  every  where,  and  whatever 
is  every  where  muft  be  infinite. 

And  its  as  certain,  that  Infinity  muft  neceffa- 
ry  exift  in,  and  from  Eternity,  as  that  there 
has  been  an  Eternity  paft,  which  is  evident 
there  muft  have  been,  tho’  beyond  the  reach 
of  our  prefent  Comprehenfions,  becaufe  immea- 
furable,  and  can  only  come  within  the  Compafs 
of  our  Notions  or  Ideas  that  it  muft  neceffary  be 
fo,  fo  infinity  may  furnifti  us  with  the  very  fame 
Apprehenftons  and  Ideas,  that  it  muft  neceffa- 

rily 
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rily  Exift  eternally  in  Space  ;  and  Infinity  cannot 
be  without  Perfections,  nor  Perfections  without 
Intelligence  $  for  without  Intelligence  there  can 
be  nothing  PerfeCf  5  nor  can  there  be  a  neceffa- 
ry  Exiftence  without  Infinite  Perfections,  (as 
will  appear  hereafter ,  )Matter  cannot  therefore 
be  Self  -  Exiftent  becaule  Incapable  of  Intelli¬ 
gence  or  Perception. 

It  therefore  follows,  that  a  neceffary  Self- 
Exiftent  Being  mult  be  Spiritual,  fince  nothing 
could  be  infinite  and  eternal,  that  was  incapa¬ 
ble  of  Perception,  Thinking,  or  Intelligence  5 
which  ACts,  Matter  being  incapable  of,  mult 
neceffarily  render  it  incapable  ofSelf-Exiftence, 
fince  the  very  Nature  of  Self- Exiftence  muft 
imply  Intelligence  j  becaufe  that  which 
was  Incapable  of  Intelligence  muft  imply  Non- 
Exiftence  in  its  own  Nature  and  Neceffity. 

And  it  being  impofible,  but  that  there  muft 
be  fome  Exiftence  from  Eternity,  it  muft 
therefore  follow  that  that  eternal  Exiftence  muft 
be  indued  with  Intelligence  as  a  neceffary  con- 
fequence  of  his  Eternal  and  neceffary  Exiftence. 

Now  that  there  has  been  an  Eternity  Paft 
without  Worlds  and  Inhabitants,  and  yet  no 
Time  was  ever  without  them,  is  eafy  and  na¬ 
tural  to  imagin,  as  neceffari  y  there  muft,  and 
it  cou’d  not  be  otherwife,  as  appears  from  the 
foregoing  Proofs  of  the  Non-Eternity  of  Matter  5 
fomuft  Space  be  as  neceffarily  Infinite  and  Eter¬ 
nal  j  Infinity  then  was  neceffarily  exiftent  in 
Space  ,  otherwife  Space  cou’d  have  nothing  in 
it  to  be  call’d  Exiftence  ;  a  nd  Intelligence  muft 
neceffarily  exift  in  Infinity  ^  and  in  Infinite  In¬ 
telligent 
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telligence  there  muft  neceflarily  be  abfolute  Per- 
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fedtions. 

AsSpace  muft  therefore  neceflarily  contain  In¬ 
finity,  Infinity  muft  neceflarily  exift  in  Space,  and 
Space  be  neceflarily  fill’d  withlnfinity:  for  other- 
wife  Space  wou’d  have  no  Exiftence  in  it,  for 
unthinking  Nothingnefs  deftroys  the  very 
Nature  of  Infinity,  and  wou’d  render  Space  it 
felf  Non-Exiftent,  fince  Exiftence  implies  the 
Being  of  Something  that  does  exift  3  but  un¬ 
thinking  nothing  cannot  be  laid  to  exift  at  all; 
There  muft  then  be  fomething  that  neceflarily 
muft  exift  infinitely,  and  that  which  thus  ne„ 
ceflarily  exifts  muft  equally  exift  every  where, 
and  it  is  manifeft  that  Space  does  thus  exift,  from 
whence  we  call  it  Infinite  Space. 

Now  as  above  obferv’d,  whatever  is  Infinite 
muft  be  perfect,  and  Perfection  muft  imply  In¬ 
telligence,  as  neceflarily  Exigent  in  Infinity,  as 
Infinity  in  Space ;  and  becaufe  that  Space  muft 
neceflarily  contain  Infinity  }  Infinity  muft  as  ne¬ 
ceflarily  contain  the  Perfections  which  muft  ac¬ 
company  Infinitenefs  $  from  whence  will  necefla¬ 
rily  flow  the  Attributes  of  infinite  Perfections  » 
as  infinite  Prefence ,  infinite  Knowledge ,  infinite 
Power ,  infinite  Love ,  infinite  Mercy ,  infinite 
GoodnefSy  infinite  Juftice ,  infinite  T ruth  and  in 
a  word  infinite  Holinefs  $  and  every  thing  that 
is  Good  as  the  neceflaryRefultof  infint  ePerfefiti-ons. 

And  as  Space  thus  contains  Infinity ,  the  In¬ 
finity  it  contains  muft  needs  be  a  Spiritual  EJf- 
enceof  infinite  Extention,  unbounded  and  un- 

limited  in  Pre fence,  Power ,  and  inall  the  afore- 

fiaid 
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faid  attributes,  derived,  as  before  obferv’d 
from  infinite  Perfections ,  independently  emitt¬ 
ing  -j  and  of  neceffity  fo  emitting,  that  it  isim- 
pouble  it  ttiou’d  net  fo  exitt*. 


*  Whatever  may  be  prov’d  to  have  the  Nature  of  Eternal 
Exigence  ip  itfe'f,  mult  be  without  Caufe  or  Origination ,  and 
whatever  foexifts  muftbe  a  Property  of  the  Deity. 

For  whatever  is  neceflary,  or  Self-Exiftent,  muff  be  without 
Beginning,  without  Caufe,  and  without  Creation,  which  are 
manifeti  ly  Properties  of  GW,  and  are  not  to  be  met  with  in  any 
other  Exigence. 

Now  Space  is  unbounded  and  unlimited,  and  cannot  beotherr 
wife  conceiv’d  of,  but  that  it  is  neceflary  of  itfelf  without  Caufe 
or  Original  and  muft  therefore  be  Sefi-Exifent  ;  and  Self- Exif¬ 
tence  cannot  imply  Non-Entity  of  Unthinking  Nothings  for  Non- 
Entity  is  Non-Exiftence ;  but  Exigence  implies  the  Being  of 
Something  either  Spiritual  or  Material  that  mutt  either  necefta- 
rily  ordependently  exift  ;  and  whatever  neceftarily  exifts,  mutt 
exitt  equally  everywhere  ;  and  it  is  manifeft  that  Spa.cc  does  thus 
every  where  fo  exitt,  and  hath  Eternally  fo  exifted  in  its  own 
Nature  and  Neceffity  ;  therefore  it  is  Self-Exiftent ,  and  as  an 
immaterial  exiitence,  it  is  an  infinite  and  fpirituai  exiften.ee,  a 
Reality  ;  and  not  a  Non-Entity  of  Unthinking  nothing,  but  is 
in  its  own  Nature  Infinite  and  Eternal. 

Infinite  and  Eternity  are  then  Synonimous  Properties  of  Self 
Ex  fence,  which  with  Space  have  exifted,  or  more  properly  do 
evidently  exift  every  where  with  Space. 

In  thefe  Three  Properties,  whichare  man ifeftly  Properties  of 
Self-Exiftence,  exift  ;  the  Fulne  s  of  the  Godhead;  in  Proper¬ 
ties  Three,  but  in  EJfence  ox  SefiExifen.ee  One.  Thefe  are  the 
three  Properties  of  Self  Exiftence  in  the  only  One  divine  Un¬ 
originated  E hence.  One  in  Self- Existence,  One  in  independency, 
and  therefore  Ore  in  EfTence. 

No  other  Exiftence  or  Property  whatfoever,  can  challenge  In¬ 
dependency  or  Self- Exiftence. 

As  there  are  then  three,  and  only  three  Properties  of  Self- 
Exiftence,  lo  chele  three  Properties  in  one  Self-Exiftent  Eftence 
an  i  we  r  to  the  divine  unoriginated  Spiritual  E  fie  nee  of  the  one 
undivided  Trinity,  independent  of  Caufe  or  Original,  and  is 
therefore  the  Objeft,  yea.,  the  only  ObjecI  cf  the  higheft  Ac  mi¬ 
ration.  Worfhip  and  Praite,  and  cf  the  utit^oft  Obedience  to  be 
render’d  from,  all  a  is  dependent  Creatures. 
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Thus  Space,  Infinity ,  and  Eternity ,  are  Irn- 
meafurable,  and  muft  naturally  have  exiftted 
before  time  was,  and  notwithftanding  Time 
has  been  produced  out  of  Eternity,  and  Place 
out  of  Space,  and  Finite  Beings  out  of  infinity, 
yet  Eternity ,  Space ,  and  Infinity  remain  un¬ 
changeable. 

For  the  unoriginated  effence  of  Infinity  can 
never  be  alter’d  by  created  Time  and  Durati¬ 
on,  nor  his  Eternity,  paft  and  to  come,  be 
either  lengthned  or  ihortned. 

Before  Time  His  Perfedtions  remain’d  uncom- 
municated,  and  yet  they  remain’d  no  Time, 
uncommunicated,  for  his  Eternity  was  no  Dm 
ration  of  Time,  but  to  him  as  an  inftant,  a  juft 
now,  an  imtneafurable  Moment  \  which  ftill  is, 
and  ever  will  be  the  fame  in  the  Divine  and 
Unoriginated  Exiftence. 

Tho’  this  muft  appear  Difficult  to  ourprefent 
Comprehenfions,  fince  we  meafure  Time  by 
Days,  Weeks,  Months,  and  Years,  but  Space 
and  Eternity  admit  to  Meafure  or  Progreffion, 
of  which  fee  my  Philofo  fihical  Meditations ,  Part 
I.  Sed.  II. 

And  in  fhort,  there  is  juft  as  much  difference 
between  Space  and  Place,  and  Time  and  Eter¬ 
nity,  as  between  a  finite  Creature  and  infinite 
Exiftence. 

Hence  we  may  obferve  that  the  Effence  of 
God  muft  be  an  undivided  Effence  in  Unity  and 
Perfedion,  as  obferv’d  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
fir  ft  Sea.  of  my  Journey  thro ’  the  World . 


And 
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An  d  as  upon  the  Beginning  of  his  Creations 
his  Perfedions  became  communicable,  fo  it 
thereby  became  neceffary  for  us  that  he  fhou’d 
diftinguifh  the  Effence  of  his  Godhead  into  fuch 
Properties,  (which  for  Diftindion’s  Sake  we 
call  Perfonal,)  by  which  he  fhou’d  have  Occa- 
(ion  to  communicate  his  Goodnefs  and  Perfedi- 
©ns  to  us  3  and  to  that  End  has  made  himfelf 
known  to  us,  as  our  Creator,  Redeemer,  and 
Sandifier,  by  the  Appellations  of  Father,  Son* 
and  Holy  Ghoft  5  in  which  Names  we  are  initia¬ 
ted  into  his  Church-Militant  by  Baptifm  by  the 
Authority  and  Command  of  Chrift  himfelf  juft 
before  his  Afcenfion  into  Heaven. 

Whether  this  Proof  of  the  Being  and  At¬ 
tributes  of  God  be  conclusive,  I  leave  to  the 
Judgment  of  curious  Enquirers. 

To  prove  fuch  an  Exiftence  is  very  eafy  and 
natural,  from  the  Effeds  that  are  produced  by 
fuch  a  Caufe,  and  tho’  fuch  Proofs,  which  are 
numerous,  carry  along  with  ’em  evident  De~ 
monftration,  yet  we  find  that  all  the  Pains  thac 
can  be  taken,  and  all  the  Proofs  that  can  be  gL 
ven,  of  the  like  Nature,  little  enough  5  yea,  too 
little  to  fupprefs  Vice  and  Immorality,  the 
Roots  of  Atheifm  and  Infidelity  j  which  plen¬ 
tifully  fpring  up  and  fhoot  forth  in  cumberfome 
Branches,  fo  that  there  is  need  of  new  Helps 
to  eradicate  and  root  them  out ;  or  at  leaft  to 
endeavour  to  put  a  flop  to  their  dangerous 
Growth  and  further  Encreafe. 

And  as  fuch  Curious  Enquiries  may  tend  to 
the  fetting  forth  of  the  Glories  of  the  only 

unorigi- 
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unoriginated  Exidence  -7  fo  they  mud  alfo  tend 
to  the  weakening  and  overthrow  of  the  con- 
trary  Engagements. 

And  as  I  have  hereby  endeavour’d  to  commu¬ 
nicate  the  Ideas  I  had  fram’d  in  my  own  Mind* 
in  the  Proof  of  the  Being  and  Attributes  of 
God,  a  Priori,  fo  I  wifh  it  may  give  my  Readers 
the  fame  Tade  I  have  thereby  produced  in  my 
own  Bread,  and  excite  in  them  as  high  anE- 
deem  and  Veneration  of  the  Tremendous  Ma~ 
jedy  of  the  Adorable  unoriginated  Exidence 
and  Fountain  of  Infinite  Perfections,  as  the  Me¬ 
ditations  thereof  have  rais’d  in  my  own  Bread 
and  give  them  as  feeling  a  delight  and  pleafur,e@ 

For  tho’  it  be  impollible  to  find  cut  the  AL 
mighty  to  Perfection :  yet  every  final!  Ray,  e- 
very  Glimpfe  we  are  afforded  of  his  Perfecti¬ 
ons  and  Glories  will  add  new  Life,  new  Vi¬ 
gour,  new  Comforts,  new  Pleafures,  and  Re¬ 
freshments  to  his  faithful  Servants. 

And  as  his  Perfections  are  infinite  fo  they 
will  admit  of  an  Eternity  of  Admiration  and 
Enjoyment,  always  extracting  frefh  Joys, 
Love  and  delightful  Adoration  from  all  his 
Creatures,  which  are  or  fhall  be  prepar’d  by 
Holinefs  to  enjoy  and  relifh  them. 

When  I  confider  the  infinite  Prelence  fills  all 
things,  and  that  he  mud  neceffarily  be  in  eve¬ 
ry  Place  in  infinite  Perfections  of  Knowledge® 
Power,  Wifdom,  Love,  Goodnefs,  Mercy, 
Faithfulnefs,  and  Truth  ;  and  that  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  my  Being  and  Exidence  from  this  Foun¬ 
tain  of  infinite  Power,  Goodnefs,  and  Mercy, 

B  '  *  and 
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and  that  I  am  thereby  entituled  to  his  fpecial 
Care  and  Protection  5  (if  I  forfeit  not  this  Right 
by  Rebellion  againft  him)  and  that  he  is  prefent 
with  me  wherever  I  go  3  O  then,  how  can  I 
hope  and  truft,  that  I  fhall,  e’re  long,  have  the 
fmall  Rays  of  his  Glories  I  now  behold,  as  the 
Dawningof  the  Day  or  Twilight  of  the  Morn¬ 
ing,  break  forth  upon  me  in  the  clear  Light 
of  the  Shining  of  his  Righteoufncfs  into  my 
Soul,  when  I  fhall  be,  releafed  from  the  prefent 
Fetters  of  Mortality  ? 

Oh!  how  IhouM  thefe  Thoughts  and  Ex¬ 
peditions  raife  and  continue  in  us  an  holy  Re¬ 
verence  of  his  infinite  Prefence,  which  fills  all 
things  both  in  Heaven  and  Earth  5  And  how 
ihou’d  this  influence  all  our  Adions  in  all  our 
concerns  and  affairs  of  Life  that  they  may  be 
proportion’d  in  their  Performances  to  be  agree¬ 
able  to  his  divine  Will,  and  becoming  his  Pre- 
fence,  as  the  Spedator  of  ’em  ? 

And  when  we  withdraw  from  the  Secular 
Concerns  of  this  Life  to  appear  before  him  ei¬ 
ther  in  his  Houfe,  or  in  our  Clofets,  with 
what  Adoration  and  awe  fhould  we  approach  to 
fo  immediate  an  Intercourfe  with  his  glorious 
Majefty?  With  what  reverential  Fear,  and, 
humble  Boldnefs  (becaufe  not  only  allowed  but 
commanded  it)  fhould  we  approach  his  Courts? 
Where  in  Spiritual  Exercifes,  we  may,  by  am 
Eye  of  Faith,  behold  his  Prefen  re  filling  the: 
Houfe,  appointed  for  his  Worfhip,  and  the; 
Hearts  of  every  of  his  faithful  Servants,  and: 
his  Angels  ready  to  join  with  every  devout: 

Hearts 
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Heart  in  their  Praifes,  and  to  affift  the  Prayers^ 
which  are  offered  from  unfeigned  Lips. 

Let  us  then  endeavour  by  the  Meditations 
of  his  continual  Prefence,  to  have  Life  and  Vi¬ 
gour  added  to  all  our  Devotions,  whether  in 
his  houfe  or  in  our  Clofets  3  that  may  not  only 
then  elevate  us,  but  may  for  ever  carry  us 
out  of  the  reach  of  that  Ruin,  that  the 
Temptations  incident  to  our  Prefent  State  wou’d 
plunge  us  into  3  and  enable  us  by  a  life  ofHoli- 
nefsto  be  daily  ff  riving  after  Perfection  3  fo  fhall 
daily  Comforts  encreafe  upon  us  here,  and  ever- 
lafting  Joys  await  our  Reception,  when  by 
Death  we  fhall  be  born  into  Life  Eternal. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

IF  it  be  asked  how  I  wou?d  infer  Perfections 
from  Infinity,  and  Intelligence  from  Per~ 
feCtions  ?  f  anfwer. 

Infinity  hath  no  Bounds,  and  therefore 
cannot  any  ways  Terminate  3  but  is  unlimited  in 
all  RefpeCfcsand  Extents,and  can  admit  no  Addi¬ 
tions  3  and  that  which  can  admit  of  no  Addition 
muff  in  itfelf  be  abfolutely  perfect:  But  without 
Intelligence  fomething  muff;  be  wanting  that 
might  be  added,  to  make  it  more  compieat. 

But  as  it  is  impoffible,  as  I  have  obferv’d,  for 
Infinity  toadtnitof  either  Addition  or  Subftrac- 
tion,  fo  it  cannot  want  any  thing  that  it  is  not 
poffeff:  of,  but  muff  be  poffeff:  of  all  Fulnefs  in 
Perfections,  and  Intelligence  beyond  the  Com- 

B  1  prehenfioas 
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prehenfions  of  all  Finite  Created  Beings,  which 
live  and  move,  and  have  their  Evidences  in  it. 

Infinite  Space  equally  exifts  within  and  with¬ 
out  all  Bodies,  rational,  or  irrational  Globes  or  In  ¬ 
ha  bitants  ,  whereas  they  terminate  in  their  own 
Demenfions,  and  may  be  either  added  to,  or 
SubftraCted  from  :  But  the  Perfections  neceffa- 
rily  accompanying  Infinity  can  admit  of  neither, 
there  being  nothing  wanting  in  it  that  can  be 
added,  being  abfolutely  perfect j  nor  can  any 
thing  belonging  to  abfolute  Perfections  be  di- 
iftinifh’d,  chang’d,  or  taken  away  from  it,  which 
are  only  unoriginated  Properties  of  neceffary 
Self-Exiftence  and  incapable  of  Communication, 
in  their  own  Extent  and  Fulnefs. 

D  Fs  S  E  R  T  AT  I  0  N  IllF 

5 That  the  Light  and  Heat  of  the  Sun,  difperfed 
into  the  Planetary  Syftetn ,  are  purely  Spiri¬ 
tuous. 

IT  muft  be  allow’d  from  Calculations  and 
Experimental  Obfervations,  that  the  Pla¬ 
netary  Revolutions  are  perfomr’d  in  exactly 
the  fame  Periods  of  Time,  one  Revolution 
after  another,  therefore  thofe  who  fuppofe  a 
Materiality  in  the  Rays  of  Light  and  Heat, 
which  proceed  from  the  Sun,  are  not  quite 
deliver’d  from  all  the  Perplexities,  which  the 
Ptolomaick  Syitcm  laid  them  under  in  ac¬ 
counting  for  the  Laws  of  Motion  in  a  rational 
and  natural  Way,  being  herein  forc’d  to  re¬ 
cur,  for  the  Non- Retardation  of  the  Planeta¬ 
ry  Motions,  to  an  Almighty  Power  continu¬ 
ally  Ading  upon  ’em  by  an  external  Impulfe. 

Now 
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Now  if  I  can  make  it  appear  that  the  Rays 
of  Light  and  Heat  from  the  Sun,  which  are 
communicated  to  our  Planetary  Syftenvare  on¬ 
ly  and  purely  Spirituous  j  then  will  their  Mo¬ 
tions,  and  the  Original  Caufes  of  ’em  appear 
to  be  adapted  at  firft,  by  infinite  Wifdom, 
to  be  continued  merely  from  the  firft  La,ws 
affigned  them;  and  to  which  in  a  natural 
Way  they  are  bound,  and  cannot  pf  them- 
felves  break  thro’  or  change  from,  nor  by 
any  Power  whatfoever,  except  the  fame  Al¬ 
mighty  Power  who  at  firft  fix’d  thofe  Laws 
fhould  (upon  any  Occafton  arifing  from  the 
Rational  Inhabitants  of ’em  )  repeal  or  alter 
them  from  the  Laws  and  Principles  which  he 
at  firft  affign’d  them,  which  in  all  his  admira¬ 
ble  Works  appear  to  be  perfedly  compleat 
and  to  have  no  Laws  given,  that  that  Infinite 
Wifdom  cou’d  amend* 

It  being  prov’d  and  granted,  as  before  ob- 
ferv’d,  that  the  Planetary  Bodies  deferibe  e» 
cjual  Areas  in  equal  Times,  is  fufficient  to  prove 
that  they  move  in  a  perfedt  Vacuum,  or  void 
Space  of  Matter,  as  to  the  common  Courfe  of 
Nature,  and  that  they  do  thus  Move,  with¬ 
out  any  Continual,  Forcible,  and  external  Irn- 
pulfe ,  from  an  Innate  Principle  firft  Implan¬ 
ted,  (by  the  Almighty  and  Infinitely  wife  con¬ 
triver  of  the  whole  Creation,  of  the  univerfal 
Globes  and  Inhabitants,  &>c.)  in  all  fecondary 
Caufes,  will  appear,  I  think,  indifputabie,  if 
the  Objection  of  the  Materiality  of  theLighf: 
and  Heat  of  the  Sun  be  fairly  anlwer’d, 

which 
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which,  I  believe  is  now  the  only  Objection 
that  is  made  againft  it. 

First  then,  let  it  be  obferv’d  that  the  Rays 
of  Light  proceeding  from  the  Sun,  except  they 
are  incorporated  with  a  proper  Medium  for 
their  Entertainment,  are  invifible  (fuch  as  are 
fpiritugl  Exigences,  except  incorporated  with 
fomething  Material)  and  therefore  paffibje  with- 
out  Hindrance  or  Retardation  of  the  Motions 
of  the  Planets  Revolutions  ;  Notwithftanding 
the  Planets  themfelves  are  warm’d  and  enlight- 
ned  by  the  Heat  and  Light  of  the  Sun’s  Rayss 
by  having  their  Atmofpheres  purpofely  adapted 
by  infinite  Wifdom  and  Power  for  the  Recep¬ 
tion  and  Entertainment  thereof  by  Refradtion 
and  Refledfion, 

Thus  tho’  the  Sun  itfelf  is  a  material  Body? 
or  a  Globe  of  Fire,  yet  it  is  fo  adapted  by  infinite 
Wifdom  to  afford  Light  and  Heat  to  the  Globes 
within  its  luminous  Reach,  and  yet  the  Rays  of 
its  Light  and  Pleat  obftrudi  not  the  Motions  of 
thefe  Globes  thus  enlightened  and  warm’d  by 
its  benign  Influence., 

For  it  is  plain  that  the  Sun’s  Rays  ceafe  to 
Illuminate  any  further  than  they  find  Enter¬ 
tainment  in  a  proper  Medium,  as  is  obferv’d  in 
our  Atmofphere  before  its  Rifing  and  after  its 
Setting  $  fo  that  where  they  are  not  incorporate 
with  fomething  Material  they  become  Invifible^ 
and  no  ways  luminous,  which  proves  them  to 

t>e  only  Spirituous  j  becaufe  only  luminous  and 
vifibfe  thro?  their  becoming  incorporate  with 
the  Atmofphere  of  our  Globe,  or  thofeof  the 

other 
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other  Planets,  which  are  purpofely  fitted,  as  be“ 
fore  obferv’d,  for  the  Entertainment  of  ’em 
thereby  to  anfwer  the  wile  Defignsof  its  Crea¬ 
tion  for  their  Ufe  and  Benefit. 

The  fame  may  be  alfo  obferv’d  as  to  the  Vi- 
fibiiity  of  the  Rays  or  the  reflected  Light  from 
the  Bodies  a  d  Atmofpheres  of  the  primary  and 
fecondary  Planets,  which,  being  themfeives 
illumiated  in  the  fame  manner  as  this  Globe  we 
inhabit,  can  again  reftedt  that  very  Illumination 
into  the  fame  Atmpfphere  that  is  capable  to 
entertain  the  Light  of  the  Sun  ;  when,  at  the 
fame  Time  it  mu  ft  be  felf- evident,  that  there 
can  no  material  Particles  arifing  from  their  Bo¬ 
dies,  accompany  that  borrowed  and  reflected 
Light,  and  it  is  certain  alfo  that  the  Rays  of 
Light  which  fhine  from  them  become  luminous, 
vifibie,  and  confpicuous  in  the  very  fame  man¬ 
ner,  and  by  the  very  fame  Laws  of  the  primary 
Light  itfelf,  fo  that  the  Rays  of  Light  are  in 
thcmfelves  immaterial  and  purely  fpirituous. 

I  t  may  be  objected  that  the  Light  of  the 
Sun,  and  thofe  of  the  Moon  and  Planets,  which 
fhine  with  a  borrowed  Light,  are  different;  in 
that  the  Sun  affords  Heat  along  with  the  Light, 
but  the  Moon  and  Planets  afford  no  Heat,  but 
only  a  Reflection  of  that  Light  they  receive  from 
the  Sun,  and  that  that  Heat  which  proceeds 
from  the  primary  Fountain,  the  Sun,  muft  at 
leaft  carry  along  with  it  feme  very  ratified  Pai'v 
tides  and  Effluvia  of  Matter  from  its  flaming 
Fountain  of  F  1  r  k. 
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In  anfwer  to  which,  let  it  be  obferv’d,  that 
Heat  as  well  as  Light  mu  ft  have  a  proper  Medi¬ 
um  for  Entertainment  before  any  Effedts  can  be 
produc’d  by  the  Influences  of  a  diftant  fiery 
Globe. 

Which  the  Sun  being  allow’d  to  be,  and 
plac’d  in  the  Center  of  the  Planetary  Syftem 
may  be  faid  to  be  the  Soul  or  Spirit  of  the  ina¬ 
nimate  Bodies  thereof,  by  preferving  them  iq. 
their  Orbits  by  its  Central  Attraction,  and 
affording  them  Light  and  Heat,  which  are  both 
of  a  pure  and  fpirituous  Kind  5  I  do  not  mean 
of  any  fpiritual  Intelligence,  but  of  a  fpiritu¬ 
ous  Influence  $  for  there  is  a  fpirituous  Influence 
without  a  fpiritual  Intelligence,  as  in  moft  of 
the  Fluids  and  Solids,  which  we  are  acquainted 
with  upon  our  own  Globe,  as  may  he  inftanced 
in  our  Meats  and  Drinks. 

N  o  w  that  Pleat,  as  well  as  Light,  commu¬ 
nicating  from  the  Sun  to  its  Planetary  Syftem,  is 
only  Spirituous,  and  in  that  kind  influences  our 
Globe  and  the  reft  of  the  Planets  may  appear, 
not  only  from  the  former  Accounts  of  the  Non- 
Retardation  of  the  Planets  Motions  thro’  any 
Effects  of  its  furrounding  Beams  of  Light  and 
Pleat,  and  of  the  Invifibility  and  none  Effects 
of  ’em,  where  they  are  not  entertain’d  in  a  pro¬ 
per  Medium. 

But  alfo  from  conftdering  the  Sun  as  the 
Center  of  our  Syftem,  and  whatever  material 
Subftance  may  be  thrown  off  from  his  Surface 
by  the  Force  of  his  fiery  Flames,  muft  be  con¬ 
fin’d  to  his  own  Atmofpkere  and  return  to  its 
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Body  as  its  own  proper  Center  $  for  it  is  plain 
from  the  Laws  of  Nature  thatwhatever  Parti¬ 
cles  of  Matter  do  float  in  our  Atmofphere  or  in 
the  Atmofpheres  of  any  of  the  Planets,  and 
confequently  of  any  of  the  Atmofpheres  of  any 
Globe  whatfoever,  that  they  are  confin’d  with- 
in  the  Limits  thereof,  and  can  only  make  their 
Returns  to  the  Surface  of  the  Globes  to  which 
they  belong  ;  as  for  Inftance,  the  Meteors  in 
our  own  Atmofphere  whether  they  be  watery 
or  endu’d  with  a  fiery  Propenlity,  may  be  ob- 
ferv’d  never  to  exceed  the  Limits  of  our  own 
Atmofphere,  but  are  confin’d  within  its  fur¬ 
rounding  Circumference,  and  only  refpedls  this 
Globe  as  their  proper  Center  ;  thenitmuftne- 
ceflarily  follow  that  the  Sun  (  which  is  the  very 
Center  of  our  Syftem  itfelf,  and  unto  which  the 
Whole  of  it  pay  their  Tributes  of  Gravitation) 
cannot  tefs  confine  his  own  material  Subftance  to 
his  own  Body  and  Atmofphere,  than  the  Pla¬ 
nets,  which  refpedt  him  as  their  Center,  do 
confine  every  Particle  and  the  Effluvia  belong¬ 
ing  to  ’em  within  the  aforefaid  Reft  rich  ions, 
notv/ithftanding  the  Communication  of  their 
borrowed  Lights  one  to  another. 

Thus  as  Illuminated  Bodies  can  return  their 
Lights  beyond  the  reach  of  their  material  Ef¬ 
fluvia  fo  can  the  Sun  as  a  Globe  of  Fire  difpofe 
its  Heat  as  well  as  Light  without  being  accom¬ 
panied  with  any  material  Effluvia  out  of  its 
pwn  Atmofphere,  in  fuch  Proportion  as  the 
Atmofpheres  it  meets  with  are  adapted  for 
jps  Entertainment* 
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So  that  the  Light  and  Heat  of  the  Sun,  en¬ 
joy'd  by  its  concomitant  Planets  are  only  of  a 
Spirituous  Nature,  and  bring  along  with  ’em 
no  Particles  or  Effluvia  of  Matter  from  its  Bo- 
dy;  tho’  vulgarly  call’d  Particles  of  Light  and 
Heat,  from  their  Incorporating  themfeives 
with  fuch  Particles  and  Effluvia  in  the  Atmof- 
phere  of  our  Globe,  and  thofe  of  the  ocher  Pla¬ 
nets,  which  are  agreeable  for  their  Entertain¬ 
ment  and  Reception  j  thereby  giving  them 
Light  and  Heat,  as  well  as  preferving  them  in 
their  Orbs  and  regular  Motions^  even  as  the 
Souls  of  Animals  give  Heat,  Life,  Vigour,  and 
Motion  to  their  Material  Bodies,  which  they 
adtuate,  tho’  themfeives  immaterial. 

So  that  the  Sun  may  be  faid  not  only  to  be 
the  Center,  but  the  Soul  (by  its  fpirituous  In¬ 
fluence)  of  this  material  Syftem,  and  by  its 
Comforts  to  Support  and  Preferve  both  the  ani¬ 
mate  and  inanimate  Parts  thereof,  even  the 
Whole  of  it.  ^ 


*  Before  the  Creation  of  Globes  and  Inhabitants  the  whole 
infinite  Extention  was  a  perfed  Void  or  Vacuum ;  empty  of  Mat¬ 
ter,  or  material  Particle-,  Attorns,  or  Effluvia,  tho’  full  of  fpi- 
ritual  Exijience,  Intelligence ,  Wifidom ,  and  Power ;  as  prov’d  in 
the  former  Differtation. 

And  whatever  Globes  were  created  in  this  infinitely  extended 
Space  have  not  at  all  alter'd  or  changed  the  Nature  of  Space  or 
Render’d  it  ever  the  lefs ;  which  being  infinite  can  neither  be 
added  to  or  fubftradedfrom,  but  will  lor  ever  continue  the  fame, 
and  is  {fill  as  free  from  material  Attorns,  Particles  and.  Effluvia 
beyond  the  Circumference  of  the  created  Globes  and  their  At- 
mo'pheres  as  it  was  before  their  Creation,  therefore  the  Motions 
pi  the  Globes  are  free  without  Hindrance  or  Retardation,  fo 
that  a  due  Order  is  preferv’d  amongft  them  in  ail  thfir  harmo¬ 
nious  Revolutions  from  the  haws  of  their  central  Luminaries 

Attraction 
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An  d  as  ic  is  placed  in  the  Center  of  our  Syf- 
tem,  and  muft,  as  above  obi'erv’d,  have  all  ma¬ 
terial  Particles,  which  are  fent  off  frond  its  Bo¬ 
dy,  by  its  continual  Flames,  return’d  to  it  ar 
gain  as  their  proper  Center^  I  think  we  may 
infer,  that  the  Sun  may  be  Created  and  Confti- 
tuted  by  the  infinitely  Wife,  and  Powerful  con¬ 
triver  of  the  whole  material  and  immaterial 
Creation,  that  notwithftanding  its  continual 
Flames,  it  may  fuffer  no  Diminution  nor  irre¬ 
coverable  Change  *  but  this  I  leave  to  more  cu* 
rious  Enquirers* 

And 


Attra&ion,  and  their  Tributes  of  Gravitation,  above  obftrv’d. 

The  Light  and  Heat  therefore  of  the  central  Luminary  in¬ 
terfere  not  with  the  Motions  of  its  concomitant.  Planets,  but  are 
fpirituous  and  immaterial  out  of  its  own  Atmofphere ;  and  that 
its  Atmofphere  does  not  reach  to  any  of  the  Globes  or  Planets, 
which  are  warm'd  and  enlighted  by  it,  will  appear  from  its 
flays  not  being  Luminous  and  Vifible  where  they  are  diftant 
from  their  own  Atmofphere,  and  not  incorporated  with  the  At- 
mofpheres  of  the  Globes  they  warm  and  enlighten. 

For  fhou’d  we  fuppofe  the  Atmofphere  of  the  Sun  to  reach 
thro’  the  planetary  Syftemamongll  all  the  Globes  it  warms  and 
enlightens,  then  wou’d  the  material  Particles  of  its  AtmoPphere 
be  Luminous  and  Vifible  of  themfelyes  throughout  the  whole 
Syftem;  fo  that  all  the  planetary  Bodies  thereof  wou’d  be  con¬ 
tinually  enlighten’d,  and  no  Darknefs  cou’d  approach  any  parts 
of  their  Surfaces  whether  irx  the  prefence  of  the  Sun’s  Body  a- 
hove,  or  Abfence  below  their  Horizons,  but  wou  ld  give  a  furr 
founding  Illumination  when  below  the  Horizon  of  any  Globe, 
beyond  the  Circumference  of  its  Shadow. 

From  hence  it  appears  that  the  Sun's  Atmofphere  is  only  a 
furrounding  Circumference  of  its  vifible  Luftre,  which  Atmof¬ 
phere  terminates  with  its  Yillbility  ;  and  returns  all  material 
Particles  aud  Effluvia  to  its  ovyn  body,  as  properly  belonging  to 
it  as  their  Center. 

So  then  the  Light  and  Heat  emitted  from  the  Sun  into  the 
planetary  Syftem,  tho’  only  of  a  Spirituous  Influence  muft  be 
progreffive,  and  take  up  fame  Time  to  come  frpm  its  Body  and 

Atmofphere 
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An©  we  may  unqueftionably  obferve,  that 
it  is  adapted  to  anfwer  all  the  Ends  of  infinite 
Wifdom,  fo  far  as  it  was  defign’d  to  be  ufeful 
and  ferviceabJe? 

And  from  the  prefen  t  View  of  its  Ufefulnefs, 
who  cannot  but  be  fill’d  with  Wonder  and 
Amazement !  Oh  !  pieafing  Wonder  and  agree¬ 
able  Amazement!  to  look  into  the  Works 
of  infinite  Power,  Goodnefs,  Wifdom,  Defign 
and  Contrivance? 


Atmofphere  tothediffant  Globes  it  warms  and  enlightens, which 
it  cou’d  not  do  if  its  Atmolphere  was  difperied  thro’  the  planeta¬ 
ry  Syftem. 

There  can  be  no  fuch  thing  as  infiantaneous  Motion,  fmce  all 
Motion  whatfoevcr  mill  fop  pole  P  rogtejfi on,  whether  that  which 
moves  be  material  or  fpiritual .  And  nothing  but  that  which  is 
infinite  can  b z  infant  aneou fly  every  where  ;  and  that  which  is 
thus  initantaneouffy  every  where  can  (offer  neither  Motion ? 
Change,  nor  Scituation  ;  fo  that  created  fpiritual  Intelligence  its 
(ell  mull  be  Progrefif-ue,  for  if  it  was  inflantaneous,  then  wou’d 
it  comprehend  Infinity,  becaufe  then  it  wou’d  be  in&antly  every 
where,  which  is  impofTibie  for  any  created  Being  to  be,  fince  that 
iscn'y  the  incommunicable  Property  of  necefifary  Self- Exi fence. 

a  iom  lienee  it  will  follow,  that  .what  is  really  Spirituous  op 
Spiritual  does  not  neceffarily  imply  Infant  aneoifinefs,  norcar.it 
be  in  any  created  ipiritual  Exigence. 

So  tiie n ,  tho  the  Rays  of  the  Sun  be  progrejjifue,  ’tis  no  Ar¬ 
gument  at  all  to  prove  them  Material ;  but  their  prodigious  Va~ 

, loopy  may  be  (aid  to  exceed  the  Motipm  of  all  material  Bodie  , 
as  much  ns,  Spiritual  Intelligence  may  exceed  the  Motion  of  fpp 
rituous  Influence . 

An  Opake  Body  is  alfo  capable  to  hop  or  hinder  its  fpirituous 
Illumination,  becaufe  emitted  from  a  material  Globe,  therefore 
a  material  opake  Body  is  capable  to  receive  its  Rays  only  on  its 
Surface  ;  and  from  thence  to  reiiedfthem  in  a  transparent  MedE 
urn,  but  tho’  emitted  from  a  material  Globe,  yet  thro’ their 
fpirituous  Influence,  they  will  naturally  pafs  thro’  the  hardeff 
tranfparent  bolids  without  force  or  Reludlancy,  thro’  which  no 
material  Particles  whatsoever  can  fo  enter. 

And 


Philofophical  Dijjertations.  2^ 

And  if  thefe  fmall  Rays  of  his  wonderful 
Works  are  thus  capable  to  furprife  us*  being 
only  now  feen  as  thro’  a  Glafs  Darkly,  what 
then  will  be  the  clear  Profpedt  of  ’em.  Tp  at¬ 
tain  which , 

Let  us  henceforth  endeavour  that  we  may 
continue  that  Veneration  of  the  Supreme  infi¬ 
nite  Creator,  and  contriver  of  all  his  Wonder¬ 
ful  Works,  that  our  Wonder  and  Amazement 
may  put  us  upon  the  wings  of  Heavenly  and 
Delightful  Afpirations,  to  render  our  Prayers 
Devout,  our  Praifes  Angelical,  our  Lives  Ho¬ 
ly,  and  our  future  State  Happy.  Amen. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

NECESSARY  Exigence  is  that  which  only 
is  or  can  be  Inftantaneous,  for  Inftanta- 
neoufnefs  comprehends  Infinity  both  as  to  Time 
and  Place,  being  not  fubjedi  to  Motion,  Dura¬ 
tion,  or  Situation. 

Motion  refpects  different  Situations,  Dura¬ 
tion  refpedts  Time,  and  Situation  refpedfs  Place, 
but  that  which  is  Inftantaneous  includes  them 
all,  as  being  inftantly  prefent  to  ’em  all,  there¬ 
fore  incapable  of  Progreffion,  and  fo  immovea¬ 
ble  ;  incapable  of  Duration  or  feparating  Time 
into  Parts,  and  fo  unchangeable  $  incapable  of 
Situation  or  being  confin’d  to  Place,  and  fo  eve¬ 
ry  where  inftantaneoufly  prelent. 

So  that  infinite  neceftary  Exiftence  can  fuffer 

•*  * 

neither  Motion  as  to  different  Situations,  nor 
Duration  as  to  Time,  fince  it  neceffiirily  is  infi¬ 
nitely  extended  thro’  both  Place  and  Time. 

But 
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But  all  created  Beings  whether  Material  or 
Spiritual,  as  they  rauft  neceffarily  have  had  a 
Beginning  of  Exigence,  muft  be  fubjedled  to 
Duration,  as  well  as  to  Place  or  Motion  $  for 
whatever  had  a  Beginning,  its  future  Exigence 
muft  ever  be  lengthening,  tho’  it  ftiou’d  exift  to 
Eternity  hereafter  ;  therefore  its  Exiftence  is 
Progteftivd  tho’  Eternal  to  come,  and  fo  may 
be  call’d  an  eternal  Duration. 

But  Neceflity  of  Exiftence,  as  it  is  without 
Beginning,  fo  it  implies  an  Impoffibility  of  its 
Non-Exiftence,  and  renders  fuch  Exiftence  in¬ 
capable  of  Progreffion  or  Duration,  and  there- 
fore  of  its  Eternity  being  either  iengthned  or 
jhortned,  and  fo  incapable  of  either  Additions 
or  Subftradtions. 

DISSERTATION  IV*  * 

Of  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul. 

ROM  the  foregoing  Proof  of  the  Being  and 


Jgj  Attributes  of  God  it  appears,  that  Matter 
is  Incapable  of  Self-Exiftence,  therefore  it  may 
be  fubjected  to  Decay  and  Corruption  :  And 
that  the  Self-Exiftent  Being  muft  neceffarily  be 
a  fpiritual  and  immaterial  Effence,  therefore  no¬ 
thing  that  was  created  could  become  capable  of 
Intelligence  and  Reafon  that  was  merely  Mate¬ 
rial,  and  not  actuated  with  Spirit j  for  whate¬ 
ver  material  Bodies  are  endued  with  Reafon  and 
Intelligence  it  muft  be  from  the  Adtuation  of 
an  immaterial  and  fpiritual  Exiftence  in  that  ma¬ 
terial  Body  y  and  tho’  during  the  Union  of  this 
fpiritual  Exiftence,  or  of  the  Soul  with  the  Bo¬ 
dy,  the  Body  will  enjoy  Senfations  proper  to 
their  joint  Connedlion,  yet  there  are  alfo  Sen¬ 


fations 
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fations  or  Faculties  belonging  to  the  Soul  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  Body  (as  confider’d  in  my  Jour¬ 
ney  thro’  the  World)  therefore  the  Body  may 
be  fubjedted  to  fuch  Alterations  and  Changes  as 
the  Soul  itfelf  cannot  be  $  for  as  the  Soul  only 
is  the  Life,  which  adfuates  unthinking  Matter, 
fo  having  once  entdr’d  into  Exiftence,  tho’  thro’ 
an  Almighty  Power,  in  the  curious  Compofure 
of  the  Matter  itfelf  5  yet,  becaufe  it  is  of  a  fpi~ 
ritual  Kind  it  will  hereafter  for  ever  exift, 
whether  in,  or  feperate  from  that  Body  which 
it  thus  actuates,  according  to  the  Nature  and 
Reafon  of  Things  5  becaufe  fpiritual  Exiftence 
is  neceftarily  from  Eternity,  but  material  Ex¬ 
iftence  is  not,  fo  that  v/hatever  is  created  of  a 
fpiritual  Nature,  muft  have  the  Nature  of  a  fu¬ 
ture  eternal  Exiftence  communicated  to  it  from 
its  Creation  by  the  fpiritual  Self-Exiftence  of  its 
Creator,  for  fpiritual  Intelligence  being  necefla- 
ri-ly  exiftent  in  the  original  Caufe,  Immortality 
is  from  thence  communicated  to  all  created  fpi¬ 
ritual  Exiftences  from  the  Time  of  their  Crea¬ 
tion  :  Thus  Mortality  can  only  affedt  Matter, 
and  not  Spirit. 

It  may  likewife  be  obferv’d  from  the  forego¬ 
ing  Biflertations,  that  Matter  being,  as  of  it¬ 
felf,  incapable  of  any  Perception,  that  Percep¬ 
tion  muft  be  diftindt  from  Matter,  and  may 
therefore  be  either  join’d  to  it  or  feparated 

from  it,  and  exift  either  with  or  without  it  j 
and  tho’  it  began  to  exift  in  that  material  Body 
as  a  proper  Receptacle,  yet  the  Body  which  it 
thus  began  to  exift  in  being  material  (the  Ef- 
fence  of  which  was  not  Eternal,  as  Spiritual - 

EJJence 
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EJfence  was)  may  be  fubjedfced  to  Decay  and  Al¬ 
teration,  but  the  Life  which  is  the  Soul  being 
of  an  immaterial  and  fpiritual  Effence  cannot 
be  fubjedt  to  Decay  with  the  material  and  cor¬ 
ruptible  Body  ;  for  tho’  the  Spirit  may  ceafeto 
actuate  Matter,  yet  it  cannot  ceafetoexiiL 
(being  itfelf Life  and  Intelligence)  when fepa- 
rated  from  Matter  by  its  corruptible  Mortali¬ 
ty;  but  will  exift  in  a  fepa rate  State  when 
forc’d  out  of  the  Body,  either  by  a  natural  De¬ 
cay  of  it,  or  when  by  fome  accidental  Detri¬ 
ment  it  is  render’d  incapable  to  continue  the 
S'ouPs  Habitation  any  longer. 

And  this  may  be  confirm’d  by  common  Ob- 
fervation  in  Matter  of  Faff ;  in  that  while  the 
Body  is  in  fenfible  Decay  thro’  Age  or  Sicknefs, 
the  Soul  at  the  fame  time  buffers  no  Decay,  but 
will  continue  to  brighten  and  increafe  in  Know¬ 
ledge  5  if  it  has  not  been  corrupted  by  giving 
Way  to  the  Indulgences  of  the  Bodily  Senfes, 
or  thro’  fome  Decay  or  Diforder  of  fuch  Parts 
of  the  Body  that  naturally  will  obfcure  and  dark¬ 
en  its  Operation  in  their  prefent  Union;  for  thofe 
who  fuffer  a  gradual  Decay  of  Body,  whole 
Brains  are  preferv’d  in  a  regular  and  due  Order, 
will  have  the  Senfations  and  Faculties  of  their 
Souls  clear  and  bright  to  the  very  laft  Minute 
of  their  Lives ;  which  muff  neceffarily  ihew 
that  the  Soul  decays  not  with  the  Body,  and 
will  therefore  exift  without  it. 

Under  what  an  mdifpenfihle  Obligation  are 

we  then,  to  prepare  for  the  Concerns  of  ano¬ 
ther  Life  ?  To  help  you  in  which,  I  lhall  refer 

you  to  my  journey  thro’  the  World. 

F  I  N  I  S. 


